
T H E  P O E T R Y  C E N T E R
A T  P A S S A I C  C O U N T Y  

C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E

The Poetry Center was named a Distinguished Arts Project and awarded 
several Citations of Excellence, and is funded, in part,  by a grant from the 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/Department of State, a partner 
agency of the National Endowment for the Arts, and by funds from the 
National Endowment for the Arts.

Distinguished Poets Series
Presents

a poetry reading as part of the

2010 Paterson Art Walk

 featuring writers from the newly released

What’s Your Exit?: A Literary Detour through New Jersey
a compilation of poetry, fiction and memoir inspired by the great state of New Jersey

LAURA BOSS
LORRAINE DORAN

MARIA MAZZIOTTI GILLAN
MARK HILLRINGHOUSE

JEFFREY ETHAN LEE
DOMINIC PREZIOSI

JOE WEIL

Saturday, June 12, 2010    1:00p.m.

at the historic
Hamilton Club Building

32 Church Street, Corner of Ellison Street, downtown Paterson, NJ

Open Reading and Reception to follow
Admission is free.

The Poetry Center strives to maintain a barrier-free facility including complete access for patrons using wheelchairs.
Large print materials, FM listening systems, audio publications and Braille transcriptions are available on request.

Please contact (973) 684-6507 for availability.

Visit us at www.pccc.edu/poetry or call (973) 684-6555

PLEASE NOTE:  PARKING  for Poetry Center programs only, will be available on the Passaic County Community 
College parking lot #3 on College Blvd., between Memorial Drive and Church Street.  Please tell the guard that you are 
going to the Poetry Center.



ABOUT OUR POETS

Laura Boss is Founder and Editor of Lips national poetry magazine and co-editor of  New Jersey Poetry Calendar. 
She has won many prestigious prizes for her work and has judged the Paterson Fiction Prize, the Allen Ginsberg 
Poetry Awards, and the Paterson Students Poetry Contest. She taught at Fairleigh Dickinson University as well as 
at the New Jersey School of the Arts, Montclair State University.  She has been conducting poetry workshops in 
the Paterson Public Schools from 1991 through the present and was a Geraldine R. Dodge Poet in the Schools.  
She has conducted numerous workshops for both children and adults since 1987.

Lorraine Doran was born and raised in Wallington, New Jersey.  She holds a J.D. and an M.F.A. in poetry from 
New York University.  She has been the recipient of a grant from the Jerome Foundation, and an artist in residence 
at the Anderson Center for Interdisciplinary Studies.  Currently, she is a Lecturer in the Expository Writing 
Program at N.Y.U.

Maria Mazziotti Gillan is the Founder and the Executive Director of the Poetry Center at Passaic County Com-
munity College in Paterson, NJ.  She is also the Director of the Creative Writing Program and a Professor of 
Poetry at Binghamton University-State University of New York. She has published eleven books of poetry, includ-
ing The Weather of Old Seasons (Cross-Cultural Communications), and  Where I Come From, Things My Mother 
Told Me, Italian Women in Black Dresses and All That Lies Between Us (Guernica Editions) which won the 2008 
American Book Award. She is co-editor with her daughter Jennifer of four anthologies. She is the editor of the 
Paterson Literary Review. Her latest book is What We Pass On: Collected Poems 1980-2009 (Guernica Editions).

Mark Hillringhouse is a poet, essayist, and photographer. He was the founding editor of the American Book 
Review.  His poems and articles have appeared in American Poetry Review, American Poetry, Columbia, Hanging 
Loose, the Literary Review, the Little Magazine, New American Writing, the New Jersey Monthly, the New York 
Times Book Review,  the Paterson Literary Review and others. He has won the Chester H. Jones National Poetry 
Competition, two Pushcart Prizes and several fellowships from the New Jersey State Council on the Arts. He 
teaches creative writing and is a member of the National Book Critics’ Circle and the Geraldine R. Dodge 
Foundation’s Poetry Program.  He is also an award-winning photographer, with many 
exhibits and publications to his credit. 

Jeffrey Ethan Lee's poetry book, identity papers (Ghost Road Press, 2006) was a 2007 Colorado Book Award 
finalist. His first poetry book, invisible sister (2004) won critical praise. He won the 2002 Sow's Ear Poetry Chap-
book prize for The Sylf, and the first Tupelo Press award for literary fiction in 2001 for a novel, The Autobiography 
of Somebody Else. His poems, stories and essays appeared in Many Mountains Moving, North American Review, 
African American Review, American Poetry Review, Xconnect, Crazyhorse, Washington Square, & Other Voices. 
He is the senior poetry editor for Many Mountains Moving and  teaches creative writing at West Chester Univer-
sity.
 
Dominic Preziosi's fiction and articles have appeared in numerous publications, online and in print, including 
Avery, Front Porch, The Brooklyn Review, Storyglossia, and The Writer Magazine. He holds an MFA from Brook-
lyn College, has taught at the City University of New York and currently teaches advanced fiction and creative 
writing at Gotham Writers' Workshop.

Joseph Weil is a distinguished poet, who teaches at SUNY Binghamton.  His newest collection of poetry is The 
Plumber’s Apprentice (New York Quarterly Press).  His earlier books are Painting the Christmas Trees and What 
Remains (2008).  Mr. Weil has been involved with the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation for many years as a Dodge 
Poet in the schools and as workshop leader in the Foundation's "Clearing the Spring, Tending the Fountain" 
program.  He teaches poetry in the schools throughout New Jersey through the Dodge Foundation and Theater and 


